LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE

culries. The Chancellor was anxious to hasten forward
plans for the increase of churches and houses, and he com-
plained of the attempts to thwart the endeavours of the
active members of the Board of Bishops, and especially
of the measures taken to defeat the plans of the Board of
First Fruits for building glebe houses and churches. The
work was also greatly hindered by lack of funds. He had
long been convinced that some commutation of tithes
would greatly contribute to the peace of the country, and
at Mr. Wickham's desire he had sketched out a Bill for
the purpose, but the Chief Secretary had never had the
time to consider it. On his return to England he did not
let the matter drop, and two years later he drafted a Bill;
but it met with adverse criticism from Sir Arthur Wellesley,
then Chief Secretary, and the Prime Minister, and it does
not seem to have materialized. In returning a letter from
Lord Redesdale which Lord Chancellor Eldon had sent
him, Sir Arthur Wellesley made the interesting comment:

"I wish I could agree in opinion with Lord Redesdale
and could think that the law was better obeyed in Ireland
than it was before the Union and the Rebellion. I long
for the period when I shall be able to say that any one
law is carried into execution strictly and is obeyed in Ire-
land; and when I shall witness that period I shall believe
that we can carry into execution in Ireland the system
of the British Constitution as it ought to be carried
into execution, without the aid of general officers and
bayonets."
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